Mo Buti

1151 W 15th Street Unit 106 Chicago, Il 60608   

312-316-2884

CAREER OBJECTIVE:

Continue to work in the field of disabilities as a leader in supporting a continuum of programs & services to improve outcomes of people with disabilities. Collaboratively work with all stakeholders to access, monitor and improve all aspects of the special education process and/or adult services. Provide a wide range of training for staff and families. Support families throughout the special education and IEP process. Ultimately serve as a resource to staff, families and community partners advocating for people with disabilities to find their strengths and grow by increasing their independence, academic success, & acceptance in today’s world. 
EXPERIENCE:
AiepA: Advocate and Instructional Expert for People with Autism. (Jan 2016- present)Supporting & advocating for families of children with disabilities, supporting adult agencies serving adults with disabilities, & providing professional development focusing on academic modifications, autism, behavior & social skills.
Neumann Family Service.(April 2015-Jan.2016).Director of Program Development Create systems and services to improve the quality of life of the individuals we serve. 

(Sept. 2013- April 2015) Director of Day Program, Education and Employment Supports and Services. Create and maintain programing for adults with autism, developmental disabilities and/or mental Illinois. Supervise all staff: direct service staff, instructors, and program manager. 
Chicago Public Schools. (July 2000-September 2013).  
(2011-2013) Specialized Services Administrator- District rep for caseload of non-public schools. Reintegration, placement and special projects for students with autism and intellectual disabilities. 
(2007-2011) Coordinator of Autism and Intellectual Disabilities, TBI, OHI, PHY. Supervise city-wide staff, create & provide professional development, support teachers, parents and schools. Coordinate opening, closing and moving programs based on forecasting and budgetary needs. Created website.  Utilize technology across duties. Assist due process and many other administrative duties. 
(2002-2007) Autism Specialist for 30 schools. Brought ideas, adaptations and modifications into classrooms for teachers and staff who were educating children with autism. Assist in creating IEPs.   

(2000-2002) Cluster Teacher-taught academics, behavior management, communication skills to students with moderate/severe MR grades 1-4.  Integrated students into gen ed grade appropriate class for a variety of activities with extensive planning, modifications, and training of the general education teachers and peers.
Palatine School District.  Palatine, Illinois. (August 1998- June 2000).  Taught academics, life skills, vocational skills, community based instruction, behavior management, and communication skills to students with mild, moderate, and severe disabilities in 4th to 6th grade. Integrated students throughout the school environment with student and staff training.
Chandler School District.  Chandler, Arizona.  (August 1992- June 1998)  Taught various communication skills (vocal, sign, picture, and augmentative devices), functional academics, and behavior management to students with varying disabilities (SP, MOMR, MIMR, autistic, and OHI) ages 5-9 years old.    
Enger School.  Franklin Park, Illinois (August- December 1991).  Taught academics, communication skills, self-help skills, behavior management, and gross motor skills to students with severe mental retardation ages 5-9.

Glenkirk School. Deerfield, Illinois (January -August 1991). Taught self-help skills, behavior management, and functional vocational skills to students severely handicapped ages 16-21.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING:


Qualified Intellectual Disabilities Professional (QIDP)-(2013) Department of Human Services
Type 75 Administrator Certificate (2009) Illinois State Board of Education
 
Director of Special Education Certificate (2009) Illinois State Board of Education
American College of Education. (2009) Chicago, Illinois. Received a Master’s Degree in education administration. Graduated with a 4.0 grade point average.
Northeastern Illinois University.  (2006) Chicago, Illinois.  Received a Master’s Degree in Special Education (Behavior Disorders).  Graduated with a 4.0 grade point average.
Arizona State University.  Tempe, Arizona.  Within the Mater’s program in Special Education Mental Retardation. Completed 28 credit hours with a 4.0 grade point average (I then moved out of state)
Northern Illinois University. (1990) Dekalb, Illinois. Bachelors of Science: Special Education.

Communication. Completed independent study under Dr. Musselwhite. Was an active member of the Phoenix Eater Seal’s AAC interest group (alternate/augmentative communication).  Member of the steering committee for Easter Seal’s 1998 AAC EXPO.  Piloted Teacher Thematic Planning monthly workshops. Attended formal PECS training (pyramid training) 2003.

Behavior.  Various training by Susan Sorgien (Owner of Hi-Star/Phoenix).  TEACCH training. 
PRESENTATIONS:  Prepared and presented the following:
Georgia Autism Conference. (March 2012) Key Note Speaker, Feb 2013
Closing the Gap. Minnesota. (2001-2018) 1-5 presentations per year. Adapting the Curriculum, Adapting Books, Visual Strategies, Engineering your Classroom, Social Skills, Extreme Make-Over Classroom Edition, Behavior Management, apps, cloud technology. Key Note 2018

Chicago Public Schools, Illinois (2003 to 2011) (March 2016, Jan 2019)
Multiple trainings- strategies for children who are cognitively impaired and/or autism.

Tazewell-Mason Counties Special Education Association. Peking, Illinois (March, 2004).



Visual Strategies/Behavior Management 

Ericson University- Chicago, Illinois-(2003, 2004) Language Development- Early Childhood 

Northeastern Illinois University. (2003, 2004, 2005)- 2 presentations per each semester- Autism

Woodford County Special Education. Pekin, Illinois- (August, 2004) Autism Strategies


Adapting the Classroom Environment.  Make and take it- full day workshop


South Eastern Special Education. St. Marie, Illinois (June 2006)



Visual Strategies.  Make and take it -full day workshop.


Starnet Region VI.  Tinley Park, Illinois. (October, 2006)



“Visuals, It Does Your Classroom Good: And It’s Not Just for Autism Anymore”.


Infinitec West. Villa Park, Illinois (November, 2006)



“Extreme Makeover – Classroom Edition”.  Full day workshop.


Kane County.  Hope Wall School. Aurora, Illinois. (March, 2007)



“Extreme Makeover-Classroom Edition”.  Full day workshop.


ASA-GGC Autism/Asperger Conference. Atlanta, Georgia. (April, 2007)



“Asperger: Don’t Let It Fool You”. 1 hour presentation.


ASA_GGC Autism/Asperger Conference.  Atlanta, Georgia (April, 2007) “Let’s Get Visual”

ATIA. Florida (2009 - 2019) Social Skills Training & Visual Strategies, Executive Functioning, apps,       

cloud technology. Webinar 2013 and 2016 

Infinitec (2006-2011) Visual Strategies all day make and take presentations (2013)

SASED (2010, 2011) Adding to Your Bag of Tricks and Treats


ISAAC (2010, 2013, 2014) 2010 presentation was at an international conference in Barcelona, Spain. 

Social Skills Training for Children with Autism, cloud technology, communication skills. 2013 presenting in Germany. 2014 in Lisbon Portugal 

OCALI (2011-2018)- Teaching social skills to children with autism, cloud technology

MATN (2011)- John Hopkins University. Strategies that work for children with autism. 


Wheeling School District 21 (2011)- Full day make and take it

AbleNet (2012-2015) Webinars on autism, social skills, free cloud technology, apps


Open Access (2014) Full day – Autism Strategies- Canada

MEMBER: Illinois Autism State Task Force, Vizzle Mentor Panel, Don Johnson Leader Summit
Awards: 2012 Bobby Reyes Tribute Award from Esperanza for outstanding commitment and dedication to children and adults with developmental disabilities by an individual
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS:

Special education Fashion Show (1994, 1995, 1996, 1997)

Worked in an integrated school system where special children rarely get to be in the spot light, or participate in extra curricular activities, or have the opportunity to show off what they can do. Created a fashion show for the special children at our school.  All you have to do to be in a fashion show is to “be beautiful and have a personality”. All of my students had both!  During this show all the students had goals that they were working on: independent walking, stepping up, following directions, grooming skills, sitting up tall, activating a communication device, etc. This show was an opportunity for these children to show off, to be successful in front of their peers, to have their parents watch them in a school event, & to have something to look forward to & work towards every year. It was truly spectacular!! *(video tape of shows available upon request).
Wheelchair Driver’s License (1994, 1995, 1996).

I worked in an integrated school system where the typical children helped our special children out in many ways.  There is so much responsibility that these “peer buddies” had and it should be taken seriously. Created a program which inserviced all the students in the school on wheelchair/special education safety and awareness.  After the inservice, the students had a written test and a “driving” test.  After passing, the students received their “license”.  It was called S.A.F.T.E.E license (student assisting friends towards educational excellence).  This “license” had the child’s picture on it, the rules in the back, their signature on the back, and was worn as a pass when the child was going to assist with the special needs classes.  There was also a ticket procedure for not following the rules or being unsafe.
